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Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine
March 4, 1994

Q. Mr. President, do you think Mr. Nussbaum
should resign?

The President. I’m here with President
Kravchuk to discuss a lot of very important
issues. I have nothing to add to what I said
yesterday. If I have anything else to say, it will
be later today. I have nothing to say.

Q. ——they’ll follow through on the disman-
tling of the nuclear warheads?

The President. Yes, I think they will do exactly
what they said they’d do. President Kravchuk
has had a good deal of success working with
his Rada to secure approval of a continued
denuclearization of Ukraine, and we will have
some things to discuss about that today and
some further announcements at our public state-
ment in a couple of hours—we’ll have some
more to say about it.

Q. [Inaudible]—sign the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Mr. President?

The President. I hope they will, and I think
they’re working toward that.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

The President. This is the Ukraine press.

[At this point, a question was asked in Ukrain-
ian, and a translation was not provided.]

President Kravchuk. We’re just recalling our
meetings, but we haven’t started talks yet. But
we recalled our Kiev meetings.

Q. What is the opinion of this meeting, Mr.
Clinton?

The President. I thought they were very good
meetings. We made, as you know, a very impor-
tant agreement which we then signed in Mos-
cow the next day. And I also very much enjoyed
being in your country a brief time. We also
had a wonderful meal. And we’ll have a good
meal today, but there won’t be so many courses
as there were when we were in—[laughter]

President Kravchuk. And the newspapers were
covering it for a long time.

The President. Yes.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:42 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President
Kravchuk spoke in Ukrainian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference With President Leonid Kravchuk of
Ukraine
March 4, 1994

President Clinton. Good afternoon. It’s a great
pleasure for me to welcome President Kravchuk
and his entire delegation from Ukraine to the
White House today. Before I go forward, I think
I should acknowledge the presence in the
Ukrainian delegation of two of the Ukraine’s
Olympic athletes, Viktor Petrenko and the
Olympic gold medalist in skating, Oksana Baiul.
Welcome to the United States. Please stand up.
[Applause] Thank you. I’m pleased that Presi-
dent Kravchuk brought them with him today.
We all enjoyed meeting them, and we’re looking
forward to the entire American Olympic team
being here in just a couple of weeks.

When I first met President Kravchuk in Kiev
on January 12th, the hour was late, and the
weather was icy. But at that brief meeting we
marked the dawn of a new and warm era in
relations between the United States and
Ukraine. Two days after that meeting, we signed
an historic accord with President Yeltsin to
eliminate some 1,800 Soviet nuclear warheads
left in Ukraine. Since then, Ukraine’s Parliament
has approved the trilateral agreement and un-
conditionally ratified the START Treaty and the
Lisbon Protocol. And last month, Ukraine joined
the NATO Partnership For Peace. These steps
represent a tribute to the statesmanship and
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